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King Ahab had married an evil woman by the name of Jezebel, who worshiped a god by the name of Baal. 
Instead of trying to convert her to Judaism, she converted Ahab into being a Baal worshiper.  Ahab put up a 
temple to Baal in the capital city of Samaria.  So it is no wonder that the LORD stopped sending His rain on the 
land of Israel for three and a half years.  The crops burned out.  The rivers and creeks ran dry.  The people 
starved to death.  The LORD wanted the people to repent.   But Ahab didn’t want to take responsibility for his 
actions.  When he saw Elijah he called him the “troubler” of Israel.  He blamed the messenger and refused to 
find any guilt in himself.  Elijah fearlessly pointed the blame back to Ahab and the idolatry that had infiltrated 
northern Israel, and he called for a showdown on top of Mt. Carmel between him and the prophets of Baal.  
  

The Showdown on Top of Mt. Carmel 
  
I.  Needed to come 
  
Before the showdown went down Elijah called the people there to witness what was about to take place.  Elijah 
gave them a chance to confess their faith. “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is 
God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing.  Their silence betrayed how 
badly their faith had eroded.  They wanted to live their lives in neutral; open to all but dedicated to none.  They 
needed to be confronted. 
 
It’s that silence that we hear from the majority of Christians today; the unwillingness to speak out and speak up 
with their faith that is killing us in the process.  It is our unwillingness to learn more that is also endangering our 
confession of faith as well.  When challenged or offered a new Bible study or opportunity to grow, there is a 
deadly silence from the crowd.  Nobody wants to “commit” to that.  But ask you to commit to practice for your 
kid each week at the same time; ask you to commit to watching a new TV series; ask you to work overtime; and 
you will oh so quickly bow to that god no problem at all.  Is it an unfair comparison?  Or does it make you 
squirm because it hits you between the eyes?  Maybe you need to be challenged more.  Perhaps you’ve allowed 
yourself to be lazy. 
  
The sad thing is that even when Jesus is professed, He has been melded into a philosopher, a counselor, a life 
coach, anything you need; but a Savior.  Jesus has gone from the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world to the lover of humans who understands the sin of the world.  Speak of wrath or fire or sin and people 
turn their ears off to that old time religion.  In reality they’ve created another god; one that can be their buddy 
and their boyfriend instead of their Savior and their Judge.  Elijah is throwing the gauntlet down to you today. 
Don’t meld your religions into this religious mishmash of muck.  You’ll only end up with Baal worship, praying 
to a god who will hopefully send you rain but nothing else. 
 
II.  The option can be only one 
  
Elijah’s name means “my God is the LORD.”  That’s what Elijah wanted the Israelites to say as well.  Elijah 
came to throw down the gauntlet; to confront the people and tell them that it can’t be a “both and” situation.  It 
has to be “either or” and ultimately “one and only.”  



 
Jesus threw down the gauntlet to His disciples as well in today’s Gospel.  He didn’t tell them, “If you want to 
follow me that’s fine.  If not, there’s a bunch of other ways you could go.  I am one of many ways.”  When they 
wanted Him to show them the Father, they didn’t understand that there was no way to the Father except in and 
through the Son.  No, He said He was and is the ONLY way.  All of our readings for today emphasize the 
unique exclusiveness of believing in the ONE TRUE LIVING God – the LORD – Yahweh – Jesus Christ. 
 
The only way to know this is the Way is if you first understand this about yourself: you do not have some 
intrinsic quality in your DNA that makes God say, “Boy, I just can’t help but love that critter.”  God’s Word 
makes it clear that we have no intrinsic value because of our sinfulness which contaminates us and our works 
from head to toe.  The way to Him is not through an improved life.  We don’t just need a God to make our lives 
better.  We need a God to save us from our sins.  It is through repentance and faith in someone else; the God 
man Jesus Christ who died and rose from the dead as the substitute of all humans.  He had to break the curse by 
taking the curse.  The only way to heaven is not through improvement but through the redemption won by Jesus 
Christ.  He is not a way; He is THE way.  
  
III.  People need to see the LORD is the ONLY way 
  
But how can people see this?  Elijah had a wonderful opportunity to illustrate and show the people who the only 
God is.  Ahab gathered his 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah and he called for a test.  They 
would pick one of two bulls and prepare it for sacrifice.  Elijah would get the leftover one.  They would then 
call on their god Baal and he would call on the LORD to send fire from heaven.  The one that answered would 
prove Himself to be the one true God.  The people agreed to the test.   So they all went to the top of Mt. Carmel 
to see what would happen.  They were being put in position where they had to see which was the true God. 
They couldn’t even attempt to ride a middle road any more. 
 
Isn’t it amazing to see the Baal religion in action?  Doesn’t it show you the futility of all man-made religions? 
They didn’t rely on Baal to respond to their prayers out of genuine concern for the people or for his reputation. 
They thought that Baal had to be coerced into coming down by cutting and slicing themselves with swords; by 
shedding their own blood.  They thought that they had to dance around the altar in order to grab his attention. 
So theirs was a religion in which their god ignored them and would only be impressed with self-sacrifice and 
bloodletting and dancing.  How different is this to the Muslims who feel they have to pray to Mecca five times a 
day or sacrifice themselves in suicide vests in order to impress Allah?  
 
Compare this to the historic Israelite religion.  The LORD never asked the people to shed their blood in order to 
get his attention.  He demanded the blood of animals – which foreshadowed the blood of the Lamb of God. 
Instead of demanding that we shed our blood so that He would feel sorry for us and come down with fire, He 
decided to come down into our world and take on human flesh and shed HIS blood.  This self-sacrifice of our 
LORD Jesus Christ would say to us, “the LORD is a merciful and compassionate God!  He cared for us so 
much to die for us and to earn our salvation by taking His own wrath on Himself.”  It’s this wonderful message 
of the cross that is supposed to grab our attention and show us exactly who the LORD is!  We don’t have to 
dance for Him or cut ourselves for Him.  He came down and allowed us to nail Him to a tree so that He could 
and would be able to forgive us! 



 
Elijah didn’t do any dances or cuts. He rebuilt an altar that had been torn down by his enemies.  He poured 
water all over the altar and made it impossible for the wood to start to fire.  Elijah didn’t even pray for the 
LORD to send fire.  All he asked was that the LORD would reveal His name to the Israelites.  So the LORD did 
just that by sending fire from heaven to completely consume Elijah’s offering and lick up all of the water in the 
ditch.  So we see how the merciful LORD works.  
 
When we see Jesus die on the cross, it is as if the fire of God’s wrath has come down from heaven and revealed 
to us the mercy and grace of God on top of Mt. Calvary.  This is how God grabs our attention, when His Son 
takes the wrath of God right there.  The LORD has clearly revealed Himself at the cross of Christ for all to see. 
That’s it.  Jesus has already made the sacrifice.  The power of forgiveness flows from the cross through the 
waters of baptism and the bread and wine of the Supper, together with His body and blood.  No more sacrifices 
need to be made.  “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves.  It is the 
gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
  
IV.  The stakes are high 
  
The LORD revealed Himself loudly and clearly from on top of Mt. Nebo.  All of the Israelites testified to the 
truth.  They said it twice.  The LORD is God.  The LORD is God.  Now was not the time to waver or lose the 
momentum.  Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They 
seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there.  
  
Doesn’t this shock you a little bit?  Jesus told us to turn the other cheek and to pray for those who persecuted us. 
He didn’t tell us to slaughter them.  Remember, first of all, the wickedness of the Baal religion.  Within this 
religion these priests taught the Israelites to bring their own children to be sacrificed at the altars of Baal.  These 
priests probably personally took Israelite children and put them on red hot altars of Baal to be burned alive. 
They were the ones who were leading the Israelites astray to worship Baal.  They also probably had a major part 
in the slaughter of all of the other prophets of the LORD, since Elijah was practically the only one left.  Israel 
was a nation where the government and the church were meant to be intertwined.  The government was 
supposed to act on behalf of the church.  So it was their duty to enforce God’s law and make sure that no other 
religions infiltrated God’s people.  It was unique to Israel; the one time in history that church and government 
were supposed to be so intimately united.  This is what the priests deserved and earned for themselves 
according to the law of the LORD.  The slaughter of the Baal priests made it much more difficult for the 
Israelites to turn back to them so quickly. 
  
As I read this I must admit that a part of me is a little bit jealous of Elijah.  I’m jealous of his bravado. A part of 
me doesn’t like turning the other cheek.   A part of me wants to strike back.   But Jesus says, “Turn the other 
cheek.”  Paul says by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “Leave room for God’s revenge.” We think about 
praying, “Come on, Lord!  Give me one Elijah moment!  Let me call down some fire from heaven or 
something!”  It feels weak and helpless to pray for someone who persecutes you or ridicules you.  But in reality 
revenge is the easy thing to do because it comes so natural to our sinful nature.  The strong and the powerful 
thing to do is to entrust vengeance to God.  Think of Jesus from the cross.  Do you think it was easy for Him to 
stay there while people were taunting Him?  Do you think it was easy for the God of the universe to do 



NOTHING from the cross but hang there?  If Jesus didn’t hang there for us and entrust Himself to the Father, 
we would be damned in our sins.  God accepted His sacrifice and raised Him from the dead.    He knows what 
He is doing.  He really does want all to be saved.  Who are we to think that it is up to us to play God?  Let God 
deal with the justice.  
  
Remember too, if people do not want this way of justice, if they think that this is not the way; then they will 
have to face a different looking God than the one on the cross.  They will have to face an angry, powerful and 
wrath filled Jesus on Judgment Day.  If they don’t repent, Jesus will not let them go.  He will say to those who 
died in unbelief; to those who spent their lives rejecting the Gospel and ignoring Christ, “Now your will is given 
to you.  You wanted to live apart from me on earth, and now you live apart from me eternally in hell.”   It may 
sound shocking to our American ears to hear of an eternal hell for unbelievers, but that is what God’s Word 
says will happen on Judgment Day.  The stakes are high.  
  
V.  How are we to respond? 
  
Before we close this out, there’s one other thing that’s surprising.  It surprises me how lenient he was to Ahab. 
I would have at least let him get stuck in his chariot in the rain.  Instead, he let Ahab go eat and drink.  After a 
prayer or two for rain, his servant noticed a little fist sized cloud off in the distance.  He then warned Ahab that 
he better get going before he got caught in the rain storm. The LORD didn’t want Ahab to die.  He wanted him 
to repent.  So He gave King Ahab a chance to repent and see that the LORD really was the true God.  As the 
king of Israel Ahab could have been a prime mover in a return to the LORD in repentance and faith.  
  
Elijah went and prayed for rain.  Slowly, but surely, a small fist of rain came forth and then developed into a 
huge rainstorm.  The Israelites who had deserved nothing but God’s wrath were given not only mercy but also 
rain.  They were shown that God is also gracious and kind.  They were given more time to repent.  
 
When Judgment Day comes there will be no promises of rain on the horizon.  There will be no more warning of 
the storm to come.  They will have no chariots to take them from the judgment to come.  It will be on them 
quickly.  It may seem that the storm clouds of the Final Judgment are many years down the road.  Do not think 
that way.  Look at the pathway our world is going on, how it is getting worse and worse.  The storms are 
gathering quickly.  The end is upon us.  
 
Instead of focusing on when God is going to get revenge, now is the time more than ever to pray for God’s 
mercy on those who are still alive; to ask God for moments where you can show who the LORD truly is.  Now 
is the time to also ask for boldness to speak up to those who have gone astray.  Don’t be afraid of a showdown. 
God responded with a powerful act of fire, so that the people said Elijah’s name, “The Lord is God!” God is still 
alive!  Jesus still lives!   He can still move people to repent and see Jesus as their God and Savior.  God was 
even merciful to Ahab; someone most of us would think should have gotten it even more than the priests.  So 
keep on praying.  Keep on asking God for mercy.  Speak up, in hope that more will be brought to repentance 
and faith in the One and Only Way to heaven; Jesus Christ our crucified and risen Lord.  Amen.  
 


